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Dear St. Peter’s friends and family, 

  
Maybe you’ve noticed that some of the hymns and songs we’ve 
been singing during this Lenten Season have included some 
joyful praises to God.  In fact, an alleluia almost slipped past us 
and made its way into one of the worship bulletins.  (audible 
gasps) 
 
Well, truthfully, there aren’t really any hard and fast rules about 
whether or not a joyful praise can be offered or an alleluia can 
be sung or said in a Presbyterian Church during the season of 
Lent. If we were Episcopalian or Catholic, there might be – 
those traditions often include such liturgies as the Burial of the Alleluia on the last Sunday 
of Ordinary Time before Lent begins. But our tradition makes no such hard and fast rule. 
Perhaps it is because we know one or two might slip past us. Maybe they assume we’ll all 
try to avoid the full-throated proclamations during the somber season of self-examination. 
Or perhaps it is because the Sundays during Lent are not counted toward the forty days 
because Sunday is always a celebration of the resurrection.  
 
Did you know that? Sunday is always the feast day of the resurrection! Every Sunday is 
Easter, when we think of it that way... every Sunday is the opportunity to come together in 
thanksgiving and gratitude.  
 
Here’s the thing: Some good and faithful people have asked me about our singing of some 
songs during Lent that include joyful praises, and indeed someone noticed that an alleluia 
almost slipped past us.  And here’s what I’ve been asking myself, “Of all the things going 
on in this world is this one of the things that matters most to God?”   

 
Oftentimes, the conversations come about after things are already said (or sung) and 
done.  So, bulletins can’t be unprinted and uncirculated, and we don’t even all agree about 
whether we should remove such things from our worship during Lent. But even if we did, 
even if we all thought that we should keep all the joy and alleluias out of our worship  
service during Lent, is this one of the things that matters most to God?  My gut pastoral 
gut tells me “It’s important, but not a make or break situation for us or for God.”   
 
That to me is one of the simplest expressions of grace that we can offer ourselves, to  
recognize that sometimes things just don’t really matter in the ways that we think they do. 
And the best thing about knowing that is that it frees us to focus on the things that do 
matter.  
 
Forgiveness is real when it is offered for the things that really matter. Love is real when it 
is expressed for things that really matter. Some folks would put it more simply: Keep your 
eye on the ball. Keep the main thing the main thing. Focus. Be prepared. Keep awake.  
 
That last one was something Jesus said to his disciples as he prepared to go to the cross, 
and so I share it again for all of us: Keep awake. Stay focused. Know what matters. Show 
up for what matters. Support what matters. And don’t worry about the rest.  
 
I’m looking forward to journeying together through Holy Week, which will lead us to the 
joyful celebrations and alleluias of Easter Sunday!  And whatever you do keep singing! 
 
Blessings of this season, 
 
Paul B.  
 
 
 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 



 

Mission News—One Great Hour of Sharing 

April 2 
Rev. Barbara Buck 
Communion at all services 
 
April 9—Palm Sunday 
Rev. Paul Barrett 
 
April 13—Maundy Thursday 
Rev. Paul Barrett 
7:00 PM—Reeves Hall 
Communion 
 
April 14—Tenebrae—Good Friday 
Rev. Paul Barrett 
7:30 PM—Sanctuary  

EASTER SUNDAY 
April 16, 8:00, 9:15 & 11:00 AM 
Rev. Paul Barrett 
 
April 23 
Rev. Dr. Kikanza Nuri-Robins 
 
 
New Sermon Series  Begins! 
 
April 30 
 

Worship Schedule 
Contemplative 
Sunday at 8:00 AM, communion weekly  
 

Traditional 
Sunday at 9:15 AM 

 

Informal 
Sunday at 11:00 AM 

Planning Team Update 

THANK YOU PLANNING TEAM!  
 
“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of 
my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until 
now.  I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it 
to completion….”   ~Philippians 1:3-6 
 
On behalf of the St. Peter’s Session we want to extend our deepest gratitude to the  
Planning Team.  The Planning Team, appointed by the Session, met regularly during the 
Spring and Fall of 2016, and into the Winter of 2017.  The members of the Planning Team 
included:  Dave Milam, Anke Campanella, Russ Trice, Heather Pereira, Don 
Mottinger, Heather Callow, Bill Schurmer, Anna Sudeth and Pastor Paul.  
 
The work of the Planning Team and its recommendations were presented to the Session 
at a weekend retreat in mid-February.  The results they achieved have been put into the 
hands of the Session for ongoing discernment and decision.  The hours upon hours you 
invested, individually and together, will be instrumental in growing St. Peter’s toward the 
future God has for us.  We also want to extend our gratitude to the 50+ persons who 
committed to praying for the members of the Planning Team.  

Happy Anniversary to the Barrett Family 

Please join us in 
wishing the  

Singh-Barrett family 
a Happy Three-year 
Anniversary with us 

at St. Peter’s  
by the Sea! 

We have an opportunity to show our gratitude for the many gifts God has bestowed on us 
by sharing in a special offering called One Great Hour of Sharing on Easter Sunday, April 
16th! This special offering focuses on the theme of One Spirit.  Different gifts.   
 
A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with our  
neighbors-in-need around the US and the world by providing relief to those affected by 
natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and  
oppressed. 
 
Keep your eye out for a letter in the mail providing more  
information within the next couple of weeks! 
 
Jamie Shinko, Elder for Mission  



                                 HOLY WEEK 2017    
Palm Sunday, April 9          
Worship Services 
8:00 AM—Reeves Hall 
9:15 AM and 11:00 AM– Sanctuary  
This day begins our solemn walk with Jesus through the valley of death to eternal life! Palms 
to be waved as we celebrate Jesus' arrival in Jerusalem! All ages able to participate. 
Childcare available at 9:15 and 11:00. 

 

Spring Community Music Concert  
3:30 PM—Sanctuary  
Mozart’s Requiem Mass in D Minor 
From darkness to light, grief to hope, Mozart’s Requiem sets the traditional prayers of the Requiem Mass to spectacular music 
expressing the depths of life’s struggle juxtaposed with bright hope for the future. Performed initially for Mozart’s own memorial, it is 
hauntingly beautiful and deeply moving. We offer this concert in the hope that it will serve as a memorial to our loved ones. Left 
unfinished at his death it has nonetheless been celebrated by musicians, singers and listeners for over 225 years without pause!   
Come find out what makes this great piece alive even today! 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 
7:00 PM Service with Communion in Reeves Hall  
A service that includes communion along with prayer stations and the opportunity to walk the labyrinth. Beautiful contemplative music. 
An opportunity for older children to participate in worship and remember Jesus' last night with the disciples. Childcare available.  

 

Good Friday, April 14 
The Readers’ Theatre  
3:00-6:00 PM  
Dramatic Reading of Matthew in the Fireside Room  
A reading of the complete gospel of Matthew will take place at 3:00PM on Good Friday.  Divided into three parts, you are invited to 
come for one section or really settle in and enjoy all three.  Breaks around the hours of 4:00 and 5:00 PM will accommodate the need 
to stretch and space for listeners to join or leave as their schedule allows. This is your opportunity to immerse yourself in the Gospel of 
Matthew. Read as a play with individual voices taking the parts. Families welcome.  

 

Soup and Salad Supper  
6:00 PM in Reeves Hall  
Join us for a soup and salad supper in Reeves Hall directly following The Readers’ Theatre. All are welcome. There is no childcare 
available for the supper. Choirs’ participating in the Tenebrae service may come at 5:30PM to have supper before rehearsal.  

 

Tenebrae Worship—Service of Shadows  
7:30 PM—Sanctuary  
As the shadows lengthen and our Lord yields up his life as sacrifice for our sins, we will keep vigil. In a service of scripture and song, 
with ever deepening darkness, we will hear the story of our Lord willingly giving up his life to claim victory over death for all. A quiet 
and solemn yet powerful service with choir and congregational music. Childcare available. 

 

EASTER 2017 
 

Easter Sunday, April 16  
Worship Services  
8:00 AM-Contemplative in Reeves Hall  
9:15 AM-Traditional & 11:00 AM-Informal in Sanctuary  
We will gather to celebrate Christ’s resurrection! Reverend Paul Barrett will preach, and 
brass, choirs, and our praise band will help us sing our praise! An Easter egg hunt for 
children up to 5th grade will be held on The Lawn after the third service along with a 
family photo area to take family Easter photos (see below). This year we will have a light 
food faire available and really good coffee. Invite your neighbors! Childcare and Church 
School at all three worship services.  

 

12:00 PM Egg Hunt | Family Photos | Light Food Faire | Easter Coffee 
Egg Hunt for toddler-5th grade. A photo station with volunteer photographers taking complimentary family photos will be available 
too. This year we will offer a Light Food Faire and especially good Easter coffee! Photos will be emailed to families after Easter. Please 
come and celebrate with us!  



Hansen’s Honored At SCIC Awards Banquet SHAWL (Supporting Harbor 
Area Women's Lives) House  
  
...is a charity in San Pedro that St. Peter's 

supports.  At this time there is a great need 
for a few volunteers to drive the women to 
do their weekly grocery shopping on either 
Monday or Tuesday mornings. You may 
volunteer for one day a month, once every 
other month, or whatever best suits your 
schedule. It is such a rewarding experience! 
 
The girls are so grateful and love the 
chance to spend time with us. I have been 
a driver for 7 years and believe that it is the 
perfect way to give back to our community.  
 
You arrive at 9AM and pick up two women 
who are doing the cooking that week. We 
usually go to two grocery stores and are 
finished by 11:00. 
 
Please call or email if you can help or want 
more information. Thank you so much! 
 
Sue Myers (310) 850-1048 or  
sueturnermyers@gmail.com 
 
 

Easter Lilies 

Hero Central!   
VBS Registration has  
begun! You can sign up 
children (preschool-middle 
school) NOW for our Hero 
Central VBS. 
 

Our VBS dates for this year 

are July 17-21 

Online registration is OPEN NOW... 

Go to 
2017.cokesburyvbs.com/stpeters 
to register children and also to 
register to volunteer! Some classes 
will fill up, so act quickly. Looking 
forward to finding our strength in 
God together this summer! 
 
Feel free to contact Anna Sudeth if you 

have any other questions. 

Anna@spbts.org 

Hansen’s Receive Award 
 
At its 64th Annual Assembly in March, 
the South Coast Interfaith Council  
honored Dr. James Hansen of St. 
Peter's by the Sea and Beverly 
Hansen, posthumously, for their  
extraordinary contributions to the  
community over many years.  They 
received the 2017 Sage Award.   
  
Jim and Beverly were  
instrumental in the founding of 
SHAWL (Support for Harbor Area Women’s Lives), a residential facility for homeless 
women suffering from addiction, and served on its Board of Directors for many years.  Even 
after retiring from the Board, Jim and Beverly devoted their time and knowledge as medical 
professionals to the SHAWL House residents.  SHAWL honored them in 2012 by naming one 
of their new transitional living houses after them.       
  
The Hansen’s were wonderful supporters of other St. Peter's ministries as 
well.  They conducted all of the TB tests for the St. Peter's tutors assisting at the 15th 
Street Elementary School as their contribution to the program.  They were faithful  
participants in and supporters of the annual CROP Hunger Walk, and Jim served as Mission 
Chair during his term as elder at St. Peter's. 
  
Perhaps most significantly, the Hansen’s were the driving force in rescuing  
surplus Navy housing in the South Bay for the use of formerly homeless  
families.  Jim presented his dream to friends around the library table at St. Peter’s after 
worship one Sunday, the beginning of a more than eight year struggle.  They organized an 
interfaith group which diligently pursued the acquisition of federal property through  
countless community meetings and grant applications, which ultimately resulted in a rare 
HUD-favorable decision to allow this land to be used to help those experiencing homeless-
ness.  Volunteers of America - a key partner - is now operating the 73 units  

designed to house female U.S. Veterans and their children in the "Blue Butterfly 
Village" located off of Palos Verdes Drive North. Harbor Interfaith Services also  
received a large award as part of this HUD settlement that enabled them to purchase a San 
Pedro 24 unit apartment building to operate a family transitional living program. 

“Lily Ladies" will be selling Easter Lilies on March 26 and April 2 
from 9:15-11:00 AM and 12:00-12:15 PM.  They'll be $10 again 
this year.  Also, please remember you may take your purchased 
Easter Lily home after the 11:00 AM Easter service. Thank you! 
 
Additional Questions, Jeannie Wallis @ 310.377.1234 or  
jeanniewallis@ymail.com  

 
 

The Church Office will be Closed on  
Easter Monday,  
April 17, 2017 

mailto:sueturnermyers@gmail.com
mailto:2017.cokesburyvbs.com/stpeters
mailto:Anna@spbts.org
mailto:jeanniewallis@ymail.com


Readers’ Theatre 2017   Crop Walk 2017 

When Life Seems 
Dreary and Spring 
Seems Far Away 
 
It feels like Spring lately, but 
life can still seem cold and dreary for 
those who have suffered a loss or  
experienced a crisis. Our Stephen  
Ministers are trained to help people 
through the winters of life, providing 
emotional and spiritual support during 
tough times. 
 
If you or someone you know could 
benefit from the confidential,  
one-to-one Christian care of a Stephen 
Minister, contact Debbie Taylor at 
310.994.4848 or Dave Howard  at 
310.502.1788. 
 
Our Stephen Ministers are there to care! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 37th Annual CROP Walk is fast  
approaching!  It will be held this year 
at the South Coast Botanical  
Gardens on Saturday, May 13th 
from 10:00-2:00 PM.  
Located at : 26300 Crenshaw Boulevard, 
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274 
 
Twenty-five percent of the funds raised 
in the 3 mile CROP HUNGER WALK goes 
to support local programs working to 
alleviate hunger and homelessness.   
Seventy-five percent goes to Church 
World Service (CWS) or the charity of 
your choice. 
  
We invite you to come and walk 
with us to raise awareness and 
money for an amazing cause! More 
information to come via future Weekend 
Updates and on our website @  
StPetersPres.org 

 

 

 

Adult Bible Study | Wednesday Nights | 7:00-8:30 PM 
March 15 & 29, April 5, 19, 26 and May 3 

New Location! The Canterbury 
5801 Crestridge Road, R.P.V., Valmonte Room 
 

Living in the Mystery 
 
Sometimes in life we experience a glimpse of something beyond ourselves—the divine, the 
transcendent, some infinite other. The ancient Celtics had a name for these places where 

heaven and earth meet. They called them “thin places.” Join us for a six-week study and 

explore ways and places folks of varying traditions and places in history have experienced 
living in the mystery. 
 
Rev. Dr. Judy Yates Siker teaches New Testament & Christian Origins at LMU.  Fee for 
Non-Canterbury Residents is $60.  For more information, contact Barbara@spbts.org.   

This year the The “Big Read” Reader’s Theater will present the Gospel 
of Matthew on Good Friday afternoon beginning at 3:00 PM in the Fireside 
Room.   
 
Divided into three parts, you are invited to come for one section or really 
settle in and enjoy all three.  Breaks around the hours of 4:00 and 5:00 PM 
will accommodate the need to stretch and space for listeners to join or 
leave as their schedule allows.  
 
A word of explanation to those for whom this is a new experience; the  
entire Gospel will be read as a dramatic reading with several readers assuming the parts 
of John, Jesus, the disciples and all the many people who appear in the story of Jesus as 
told by Matthew.  
 
Beginning at 5:30 PM in Reeves Hall a simple soup supper will be made available thus  
facilitating your participation in the Tenebrae Service in the sanctuary that evening.    
 
If you would like to participate in any way with this event, please contact Lenita  
Witherspoon at lbandcb@cox.net or 310-530-1468.   

Palm Sunday Music Concert 

The concert is free to all in the community, but there will be a goodwill offering to support 
the music fund, which makes these concerts possible. If you are interested in making a gift 
in memory of someone, please use the online donation tool at StPetersPres.org, where you 
can designate your gift to the music fund, and include your memorial in the comment box. 
You are also welcome to contact the church office. Memorials received by April 3 will be 
listed in the program.  

mailto:StPetersPres.org
mailto:Barbara@spbts.org
mailto:lbandcb@cox.net
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Student Ministries News—Easter Project Mexico 2017 

It’s happening ….. 

Easter  
Project 
2017 

April 2-April 7 
 
 

Please be in prayer for the students and leaders as they travel to  
Mexico to build houses and share God’s love. They have willing hearts 

and hands that will bless others as well as themselves and they will 
never forget the experience. Please join us in praying for and  

supporting them.  

Save The Date...  
 

Youth Sunday  
is a   

One Service Sunday 
at 10:15 AM 

on  
May 7, 2017 

 
Please join us! 

 
Also, Save the Dates!  
 

Wave (Junior High):  
Creek Side Summer Camp-June 11-16  
 

Rock (High School):  
House Boats Lake Shasta-July 30-August 5  

St. Peter’s Preschool is ENROLLING NOW 
For Summer & Fall Sessions 

 

Fall 2017/2018 Enrollment has begun. We encourage      
returning families to enroll before April 13th to ensure 
their spot. Enrollment is open to the public as of march 1st. 

Our summer session is running from June 12th to July 
14th (6weeks). We are accepting enrollment now.  

Preschool Spring Break is April 3rd to 7th 

Teacher Appreciation Week is May 1st to 5th 

 
Contact the preschool office @ 310.377.1194 or  

preschool@spbts.org 

mailto:preschool@spbts.org
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Session Leadership 
Elders of St. Peter’s by the Sea 

 
 

Marsha Barnet - Clerk of Session 
Laura Hanley - Welcoming & Connecting  

Jamie Shinko - Mission  
Suellen Eslinger - Worship  

Pam Dunbar - Worship  
Dave Milam - Stewardship  

Elizabeth Logan - Adult Spiritual Growth  
Marilyn Melzian - Adult Spiritual Growth  
Marie Chura - Nominating Committee  

Bill Schurmer - Caring Ministries  
Paul Nibarger - Presbytery Relations  

John Waldron - Youth & Family  
Karina Pena-Garcia - Children & Family  

Sharon Trice - Human Resources  
Bill Weisinger - Buildings and Operations  

Delia Gasco - Preschool  
 

310.377.6882 Church Office | 310.541.5492 fax  
310.377.1194 Preschool Office   

E-mail: (staff person’s first name) @spbts.org    
Church Office Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00AM-5:00PM 
StPetersPres.org 

 
Pastors: 

Head of Staff:  Rev. Paul Barrett      ext. 224    Cell    206.459.2534 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Barbara Buck      ext. 229    Cell      424.263.7300  
 

Program Staff: 
Director of Children and Family Ministries: Anna Sudeth    ext. 235 

Director of Ministries to Youth & Their Families: Kevin Cox          ext. 247 
Youth Intern: Sophie Nicles       ext. 230 

Director of Communications: Kathi Moen      ext. 236  
 

Administrative Staff: 
Finance Director: Laura Blakeman      ext. 223 

Office Manager: Karen Hatt       ext. 245 
 

Music Office:       
Music Director: Mark Bennett                       Cell       617.217.1601 

Director of Handbells: Debbie Shaw             ext. 231 
Worship Leader, Informal Service: Juno Rada     ext. 222 

Organist: Howard Wood       ext. 237 

StPetersPres.org

