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MISSION STATEMENT

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
St. Peter’s by the Sea Presbyterian Church 

glorifies God, 
grows followers of Christ 
and meets human need.
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Letter from the
Senior Pastor

In the letter to the Hebrews, chapter 11, the 
author rolls out many of the great doers of faith 
and all their great deeds, from Noah and his 
ark, to Abraham and Sarah, from Moses and 
the crossing of the Red Sea to Rahab and the 
aid she gives to the Israelites. And then as he 
pauses to catch his breath he stops to ask:

“And what more should I say? For time would fail 
me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
of David and Samuel and the prophets…”

... and then he’s off and running again.

I resonate with his words because time would 
fail me to tell of the work the staff, session, 
deacons, lay leadership and all of you do to 

At a time when many faith communities are 
declining in membership and resources I 
remain grateful that we are boldly exploring 
new terrain of what it means to be St. Peter’s 
now and for decades to come.”
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make ministry and mission come to life each 
and every day at St. Peter’s and beyond. You 
do your jobs, and you do them exceedingly 
well!

At a time when many faith communities are 
declining in membership and resources I 
remain grateful that we are boldly exploring 
new terrain of what it means to be St. 
Peter’s now and for decades to come. One 

We have experienced the significant 
joy of the generations worshipping 
together.”

of the most obvious steps we took at the 
end of the last fiscal year was our transition 
from three services of distinct worship 
styles to a single integrated worship service. 
We have experienced the significant joy of 
the generations worshipping together. We 
also acknowledge that our efforts are still 
evolving and a work in progress. Having all 
the age groups together in worship, and for 
age appropriate growth times (education) 
during the same hour, is a huge blessing. 
Our prayer is that this new format will 
increasingly unify us as we gather, as we 
grow and as we go as God’s people in our 
everyday, ordinary lives.

I think we are all mindful that healthy, living 
things grow. Sometimes growth can be seen 
as readily apparent, and sometimes growth 

Sometimes growth can be seen as 
readily apparent, and sometimes 
growth is deeply inward and unseen.” 

is deeply inward and unseen. I can testify 
to experiencing both outward and inward 
growth. I invite you to browse through this 
Annual Report and may it inspire you to find 
a new way to further commit your time, 
energy, talent and resources to the love of 
God and neighbor through the mission and 
ministry of this great church.

Thankful for each of you, individually and 
together.

Blessings, Paul B.
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Worship & Music

F A I T H… Forsaking All I Trust Him
If we can believe we are saved by faith, why don’t we 
maintain that same faith to follow where God leads?

Jesus tells us…Do the impossible and do it together.

Salvation is never an individual affair. It is always something 
that draws us into relationship – into community.

A Christian is one who points at Christ and says, ‘I 
can’t prove a thing, but there is something about 
his eyes and his voice. There’s something about the 
way he carries his head, his hands, the way he car-
ries his cross – the way he carries me.’”

FRED BUECHNER

Making a Missional Pivot, is adopting the posture, thinking, 
behavior and practices of a missionary to engage others with 
the gospel message.  It’s a transformation of the heart.  In 
making this pivot we turn our hearts outward to who God is 
calling to St. Peter’s.  

May we truly be known as a church family extending a warm 
and friendly welcome to all who grace our campus.

This past fiscal year our Sundays were comprised of three 
worship services, and as the year progressed we renamed 
our One Service Sundays (which we celebrated on the first 
Sunday of each month – also a communion Sunday), to All-
Together Sundays. These began in January of 2018, with 
special guest worship leaders and guest pastors leading 
them, along with a Growth Time Hour in the sanctuary 
directly afterward. This Sunday schedule continued through 
Sunday, June 3, 2018. On Sunday, June 17, 2018, our Sunday 
model became one worship service at 9:30AM followed by a 
Growth Time experience for all ages, beginning at 10:45AM, 
with nursery care all morning long and hospitality on the 
patio in between both.

Apart from our worship staff, other in-house musicians and 
vocalists volunteer their time and talents. We also have 
designated worship ushers at our worship services. For our 
new one worship service model there are eight (8) “teams” 
which take rotational turns as head ushers for the week. 
They are: Pam and Duane Dunbar, Dave and Cathy Howard, 
Mark Iles, TeaJ Johnson and Brandon Jelks, Alan Lem, John 
and Julie Waldron, Bill and Winnie Weisinger, Rick and Lois 
Velasco. In addition to the fourteen (14) listed above, there 
are another twenty-seven (27) ushers that continue to help 
with the ushering responsibilities on a regular basis.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

702
160

578

262 581

CHRISTMAS EVE

NEW YEAR’S DAY

AVERAGE WEEKLY
ATTENDANCE

EASTER

ACTIVE
MEMBERS

I worship at St. Peter’s because it’s where God 
has placed me as part of a faith community. 
Just like God put me in the family I grew up in, 
I believe I’m at St. Peter’s for a reason - to give 
God praise and glory and to serve His people.”

LAURA HANLEY



7St. Peter’s by the Sea Annual Report 2017-2018

Our family initially found St. Peter’s through the 
wonderful preschool which all three of our children 
attended, and having live worship music as part 
of the worship services brought us back week after 
week. The St. Peter’s family has become an extend-
ed part of our family, and we have found great 
opportunities to grow, serve, and connect. The 
youth programs at St. Peter’s are outstanding, and 
that connection for our children made becoming 
members a very easy decision.”

DANICA KING

We also have a handful of other ushers and volunteers 
who assist at the special services (Ash Wednesday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, Service of Remembrance and 
Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, concerts and a variety of other 
services/events), who are not always regular ushers; we are 
not certain exactly how many individuals this comprises, as it 
frequently varies season to season.

This past fiscal year we had many people attend our worship 
and special services. A few highlights are: Christmas Eve-
702, New Year’s Day-160, Easter-578, Average weekly 
attendance-262, Active members-581.

Every week of the year, pew rackers are there to replenish 
and clean up the pew racks, removing papers, etc. that have 
been left after the services. We try to have two pew rackers 
a week so no one person has to take care of the whole 
Sanctuary. The dedicated group that has helped during 
fiscal year 2017-2018 consists of: Ginny & John Heinrich, 
Martha Tuffli, Delia Gasco, Mary Lou Tom, Nancy Cypert, Joanne 
Austin, Bill Weisinger, and Winnie Weisinger, the coordinator.

Worship Committee Members 2017-2018: Paul Barrett, 
Pam Dunbar, Kathi Moen, Mark Bennett, Sue Wilkinson, Juno 
Rada, Suellen Eslinger, Alan Lem, Anna Sudeth, and Jeannie 
Wallis. We give thanks for the All-Together Sunday Vision 
Team: Elizabeth Logan, Anna Sudeth, Val Ryan, David Johnson, 
Sharon Trice, Pam Dunbar, Suellen Eslinger, Dean Hanley and 
Paul Barrett. 

DID YOU KNOW…

• In 2017-2018, St. Peter’s began holding worship 
services at the Canterbury every other month. 
These services include communion.

• St. Peter’s held communion over 75 times in 
2017-2018.

• A successful 6-month experiment was held 
where all worship services worshipped together 
in a single integrated service once a month. 
Following this experiment, Session made a 
decision to go to a single worship service for all 
Sundays.

• The St. Peter’s Ringers by the Sea bell choir 
participated in the worship service once a 
month.

• The St. Peter’s Praise Band held a Christmas 
Carol Sing-a-long Community Fundraiser in 
collaboration with our neighbors to the North, 
St. Andrew’s Redondo Beach, at Scholb Brewery 
in Torrance. Part of the proceeds went to Watts 
Powerhouse Food Bank.

• The Sanctuary Choir held two concerts, one 
during Advent and one during Lent.

• The Lent concert was the Easter portion of 
Handel’s Messiah. Westmont College, Bel Air 
Presbyterian and St. Peter’s choirs with the 
Westmont College orchestra repeated the 
concert after Easter at Bel Air Presbyterian 
Church and at St. Peter’s.

• Staff and Elders from St. Peter’s traveled to 
neighborhood coffee houses to give out ashes 
on Ash Wednesday to those who desired them. 
This outreach is called “Ashes To Go”. Many 
churches across the country & world participate.

• The flower guild prepared a large bouquet 
of fresh flowers each week to beautify the 
Sanctuary. Some of the members grow the 
flowers for these bouquets in their own yards!

• We give thanks to God for Winnie Weisinger’s 
many years of faithful service as Lead Pew 
Racker.

The reason why I chose to worship at St. Peter’s 
was due to the first day I walked through the 
doors of the church, and the presence of God 
filled my soul, the congregation, music, and 
services were inspiring to my mind, and the 
word of God was purely being preached by the 
pastor.”

DAVID JOHNSON
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Caring Ministries

DEACON MINISTRY

The role of our Deacon Ministry at St. Peter’s is likely one of 
the most fulfilling. Jesus called us to serve one another and 
this is simply what our deacons do, in a humble, quiet and 
cheerful manner. Deacons reach their flock in various forms 
including greeting and providing hospitality at church, written 
invitations and caring messages by phone, mail and email, 
meal preparation, home and hospital visitation, etc. The list is 
ongoing and can include providing communion to those who 
can no longer attend Sunday Service. Many will testify, their 
own Deacon was available to them in their greatest time of 
need and served as an ever-present reminder of God’s love, 
grace and encouragement.

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Our Stephen Ministers provide one-on-one Christian, 
confidential, compassionate care. This outreach is provided 
to members of St. Peter’s and also to members of our 
greater community. Those who may want or need such 
care are those who are going through a difficult/challenging 
period, including, but not limited to grief, depression, 
divorce, loneliness, health crisis, transitions of life, etc. Each 
Stephen Minister has undergone specialized training of 
more than 50 hours. Additionally, Stephen Ministers attend 
twice a month supervision meetings, approximately three 
continuing education sessions and an annual retreat. This 
year, the annual retreat had two prominent speakers: Glenn 
Komatsu M.D., an innovative expert in hospice care and our 
own Jeralyn Glass, world renowned soprano and healing 
arts performer. The emphasis of Stephen Ministry is always, 
Christ-centered, Confidential Care.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

Once a month a dedicated, talented group assembles to 
pray over and knit beautiful shawls for the soulful purpose 
of giving them away to anyone who may need a reminder of 
God’s steadfast love and comfort. Prayer Shawls are often 
given to those who may have just lost a loved one, received 
a challenging diagnosis or those who need an extra layer 
of warmth at night. Each shawl is beautifully unique and is 
nurtured through the prayerful art of knitting. The knitter 
is gratified in knowing that they are creating a tangible 
reflection of Christian care, grace and beauty.

Just a little note to express the tremendous gratitude I feel for you. Thank you for your faithful visits and 
your cheerful companionship and prayers. I can’t express in words how much I appreciate you. You 
have been a tremendous support during these difficult times. May God bless you and your family.”

FROM A RECIPIENT OF THE CARE OF ONE OF ST. PETER’S STEPHEN MINISTERS.

Thank you for your thoughtfulness 
and kind words. It meant a lot to 
us that you came here to provide 
communion. I imagine him playing 
every day in heaven.

FROM A RECIPIENT OF A CARING VISIT 
INCLUDING COMMUNION
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AGEABLE SOCIABLES

A variety of social and multi-generational engagements have taken 
place this year and we look forward to more in the upcoming 
months and years. Games such as bingo and music performances 
have always been a wonderful draw and the new addition of 
adding a bit of drama has been well received. We are looking 
ahead to include meals, games, music and more fun as we pivot 
towards additional methods of outreach and sharing together 
God’s love, care and joy.

RELUCTANT SISTERHOOD

Upon receiving a devastating cancer diagnosis one of the first 
thoughts is; Who can I turn to… Who can understand? The answer 
is in our Sisterhood. This caring group of women have been there, 
and thanks be to God, many can say: done that! No matter what 
part of the cancer journey a woman may be on, we have loving, 
gentle women who can truly say; “I understand”. Care is often 
provided very quietly, one may say; under the radar. The point 
is, we have dedicated, loving women to walk, talk, cry, hope and 
pray alongside anyone who is in need of care and compassion. 
Customarily, twice a year, a warm, gracious gathering takes place 
to share as a group the love, support and spiritual gifts that enrich 
the lives of all who attend.

Respectfully and Humbly submitted with Love,
Pam Barclay, Elder, Caring Ministries

DID YOU KNOW…

• There were 79 prayer shawls knitted and prayed 
over by our 11 faithful knitters this past fiscal year

• There were 65 prayer shawls given out

• Around 70,000 yards of yarn were used in knitting 
prayer shawls this year

• Each Stephen Minister has undergone specialized 
training of more than 50 hours

• Stephen Ministers attend twice a month 
supervision meetings, approximately three 
continuing education sessions and an annual 
retreat

• Our Deacons can provide communion to those 
who can no longer attend Sunday Service

79 SHAWLS 65 SHAWLS

70,000 YARDS 50 HOURS

KNITTED AND PRAYED OVER

WERE USED IN KNITTING OF TRAINING FOR 
STEPHEN MINISTERS

GIVEN OUT
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Children & Family
‘Hero Central’ Vacation Bible School in July 2017 had a great 
reception from our community. We served 155 children 
and had over 100 volunteers from SPBTS making this event 
happen. During this week, the children had the opportunity 
to learn about God through out different stations: mission 
and bible story to name a few. We also carried out a new 
mission project and collected Cup Noodles to provide to 
Watts Powerhouse Food. Cup Noodles are very much 
appreciated by WPF as it gives them an opportunity to feed 
people who are desperately hungry as soon as they walk 
through the door. 

During August 2017, a team of dedicated CFM volunteers 
spent hours and hours cleaning and updating our classroom 
space. The result was a clean and welcoming space for our 
children and families. Updates included new quotes on 
the walls, a fresh look for classrooms, and a re-oriented 
Gathering Room for our church school time together. 

We introduced “Kid Kits” in the Sanctuary as part of our 
continuing effort to encourage children and their families to 
feel welcome in worship. 

Our sixth annual “Trunk or Treat” and third annual Chili 
Cook-off keeps growing in attendance from the South Bay 
community. Members from SPBTS came together as a family 
to make this event a success. This year we offered dinner to 
feed the masses and take the edge off the sugar rush. Other 
fun additions were the Girl Scout sponsored book giveaway 
and Pastor Barbara’s horse Scout making an appearance. 

Our annual Christmas Eve service led by our children was 
an exceptionally special moment this year. The children not 
only told the story of Jesus’ birth through story and song, 
they also played Orff and string instruments alongside adults 
from the congregation. The connection and collaboration of 
a wide variety of the church community made it a joyful and 
heartfelt Christmas celebration. 

Our 4th and 5th grade Trail kids had a lot of fun this year at 
the tried and true Dive In Movie in September and the Glow 
in the Dark Game Night in March. They also enjoyed our 
first attempt at Rock Climbing at an indoor climbing gym in 
January. 

We had 11 children receiving their 3rd grade Bibles in June 
2018. This was the largest number handed out in recent 
memory. Marking children’s journey in faith by owning their 
own Bible to read and carry with them is one part of fulfilling 
our baptismal promises. 

Church School Team: Elena Lee, Joanie Gale, Devon Singh-
Barrett, Karina Pena, Danica King. Childcare Staff: Yolanda 
Calderon and Carmen Ramirez 

PAC – Parent Action Committee: Elena Lee, Joanie Gale, Devon Singh-Barrett, Karina Pena, Danica King, Sharon and Russ 
Trice, Colleen Cox, Alexis White, Anna Sudeth-Director of Children & Family Ministries.

155 CHILDREN

SERVED IN “HERO
CENTRAL“ VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL

100+VOLUNTEERS
FROM SPBTS PARTICIPATED
IN “HERO CENTRAL“
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

11 CHILDREN

RECEIVING THEIR 3RD
GRADE BIBLE IN JUNE
2018
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St. Peter’s by the
Sea Preschool
For over 40 years St. Peter’s by the Sea Preschool has offered 
high quality education to church families as well as the 
surrounding Peninsula community. The 2017-2018 school 
year proved to be successful and rewarding to all the staff 
and children. The preschool continued this year with classes 
offered Monday through Friday from late August to mid-
June. Throughout the course of the year, 43 children and 
families participated in our regularly scheduled program. In 
addition to the regular school year, the preschool provided 
two 4-week summer programs. Many of these families were 
new to our St. Peter’s Preschool program.

We are happy to announce the preschool hired two new 
teachers for our two year old classroom: Ms. Daniella Vitale 
and Ms. Kaitlin Dowdy. Daniella and Kaitlin have both been 
early childhood care professionals since graduating from 
college. During their time working at early childhood care 
centers they both returned to school to receive a Master’s 
in Education. We are very grateful to have them join the 
teaching team.

All of our preschool’s teaching staff are trained early 
childhood care professionals. Our school provides a warm, 
safe, nurturing environment designed to meet the needs 
of each child, socially, emotionally and intellectually. All the 
classrooms follow a prescribed early childhood education 
curriculum. We place value in preparing our children with 
age appropriate skills in areas such as reading readiness, 
language development, communication, and math. Large 
and small motor skills are developed in a safe environment 
both in the classroom and on the playground. Social skills are 
emphasized daily in our curriculum. On a weekly basis, Anna 
Sudeth, Director of Children and Family Ministries, taught 
a child-centered Bible story in each of the classes. This 
provided a time for explanation and the learning of God’s 
word. We strive to help each child grow to their full potential 
while in our care.

Communications are sent home regularly to inform families 
of upcoming events, invitations, and preschool activities. 
The preschool and St. Peter’s Children and Family Ministries 
continue to coordinate opportunities for families to become 
involved with the Church and community at large. Events 
such as Trunk or Treat and Vacation Bible School are just two 
examples.

Again this year, the Parents Club, an organization of preschool 
parents and guardians, energetically and enthusiastically 
supported the classroom teachers and program by 
providing equipment, supplies, and manpower. Parents 
Club successfully raised money for the preschool by hosting 
a Book Fair that raised $500 and a Cinco de Mayo silent 

DID YOU KNOW…

We are happy to announce that the preschool hired 
two new teachers for our two year old classroom 
Ms. Daniella Vitale and Ms. Kaitlin Dowdy. Daniella 
and Kaitlin have both been early childhood care 
professionals since graduating from college. During 
their time working at early childhood care centers 
they both returned to school to receive a Master’s in 
Education. We are beyond blessed to have them join 
the teaching team.
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auction that raised over $7,000. In addition to fundraising, 
the Parents Club held other events such as a Mother’s Day 
tea, Dad’s and Donuts Father’s Day breakfast, a peanut 
butter and jelly drive supporting Watts Powerhouse food 
bank, and a blanket collection for a local animal shelter. They 
also committed to enriching the children’s experiences
while at school by arranging visits from the local police and 
fire departments and the Cabrillo Marine Aquarium, and 
providing supplies and volunteer help for gingerbread house 
making and an Easter egg hunt, just to name a few. Parents 
Club works tirelessly to make the teachers and families 
feel welcomed and to provide opportunities to socialize 
and support one another during the preschool years. The 
preschool would not be the same without the hard work and 
dedication of the Parents’ Club!

This past year St. Peter’s preschool was invited to attend the 
Lunada Bay Harvest Festival, an event that brings together 
the local community each fall. The preschool sponsored 
a mini carnival with games, prizes and glitter tattoos. The 
families and children really enjoyed what we offered.

We are proud to note a big funding accomplishment last year 
for the preschool. We applied for and received a $15,000 
grant from the Henry L. Guenther Foundation, which has 
opened up many opportunities for the preschool to upgrade 
our outdoor space. A new shade structure and pole pads 
were purchased and installed, rejuvenating the sandbox area 
in our play yard.

St. Peter’s Preschool is thriving and is committed to providing 
a positive and nurturing environment for the children of our 
church families and our community.

I invite you to visit the Preschool, Holly Bolton, Preschool 
Elder

Board Members: Holly Bolton/Chair, Alexis White/Director, 
Laura Hanley/Member at Large, Anna Sudeth/Children and 
Family Ministries, Sharon Trice/Human Resources, Melissa Link/
Parents Club Representative

Teachers: Sunshine Room (2 year olds): Daniella Vitale and 
Kaitlin Dowdy, Butterfly Room (3/4 year olds): Erin Boyd, 
Rainbow Room (4/5 year olds): Araceli Orozco and Carmen 
Ramirez

FIRST TIME: DID YOU KNOW?

The Preschool applied for a grant with the Henry L. 
Guenther Foundation and was awarded $15,000 in 
January of 2018.
The Preschool Parents Club held a very successful 
Cinco de Mayo silent auction. Dinner and two 
complimentary drinks were included with the 
purchase of admission. We were thrilled to have such 
a wonderful turn out of preschool and congregation 
families. We rose over $7000!

The Preschool was invited to the Lunada Bay Harvest 
festival in October of 2017. We put together a mini 
carnival to serve the younger children and families of 
the community.

The Parents club hosted a Mother’s Day tea and a 
Father’s Day Dad’s and donuts events 2018.
We collected 40 jars and peanut butter and jelly for 
Watts Powerhouse food bank.

The preschool had snow day in January of 2018. 
Five tons of snow was blown onto the parking lot. 
We served hot coco and cookies for our preschool 
families. The children had a blast.

RETURNING: DID YOU KNOW?

The Cabrillo marine aquarium visit. Touch tanks and 
puppet show

We collected and filled and entire car with blankets 
and towels for the animal shelter.

Visits from the local fire and police departments

Muffins and Mozart: The story of Mozart was 
performed with live instruments by Pat Maki and 
her associates. We cooked 8 lbs. of bacon, 8 dozen 
scrambled eggs, fresh fruit and twelve different 
kinds of muffins. The event was well attended by our 
preschool families.

We made 40 gingerbread houses for our Christmas 
party.

We filled 400 plastic Easter eggs for the Easter egg 
hunt.

Enrollment continues to come from Rancho Palos 
Verdes, Palos Verdes Estates, Torrance and San Pedro.

$15,000
AWARDED BY

HENRY L. GUENTHER
FOUNDATION

RAISED DURING
CINCO DE MAYO

AUCTION

$7,000

40

400

GINGERBREAD HOUSES
MADE FOR CHRISTMAS PARTY

PLASTIC EASTER EGGS
FILLED FOR THE EASTER EGG HUNT
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Youth & Family
Our Youth group is on Sunday nights for students in 6th-
12th grade and continues to grow. In February we journeyed 
through a series titled “Faith & Science” with special guest 
speaker and youth group parent, Joel Milam. Our student 
leadership team worked hard at planning for Easter Project! 
This is our Spring/Easter Mission Trip with the youth of St. 
Peter’s. The chosen theme was “One Church.” This house-
building trip to Mexico was April 1st (Easter) to April 6th. 
Many people prayed for the many students and adults who 
were a part of this missional experience!

I always say how I like Easter Project better than 
Houseboats. It’s not about what we do on a daily 
basis that I like about EP, it’s the impact the trip has 
on every individual that goes. The realization that 
we are changing the lives of a family just by nailing 
some nails and making some concrete is crazy and 
I will remember these trips forever.”

KELLY HOYT

LIFE LIVED TOGETHER:

Small group leaders and student leaders love cheering on our 
students throughout the week. You can find them on soccer 
sidelines, chaperoning field trips, at dance showcases, in the 
bleachers at school events, and at Starbucks before school 
late-start days. If our youth group students have something 
our youth staff can come support, we always want to hear 
about it! 

Confirmation class continued on Sunday mornings. We 
had 14 confirmands and we asked everyone to keep them 
in prayer as they learned more about their faith, Scripture, 
and the life of the Church. Additionally, we had culinary and 
mentoring come into play. Culinary: We asked folks if one 
of their many gifts included enjoying feeding others, and if 
so, this was an opportunity to put that gift into action. So– 
we had breakfast available for all involved; the 14 student 
confirmands, volunteers, and adult mentors.

Mentoring: We matched students with mentors. We asked 
folks if one of their many gifts might include mentoring the 
upcoming leaders of the church. This was an opportunity 
to put that gift into action. A mentor was someone who 
attended two of the classes with their assigned confirmand 
and would offer support and encouragement (cards, text 
messages, etc.) to their student as they went through this 
process…and possibly beyond. What a gift it was!

So, there you have it…we asked these folks if God had been 
stirring in their hearts and if they, or someone they knew 
well, was feeling called into helping with the youth of our 
church. It was a wonderful experience and we hope to offer 
it again for our next Confirmation Class.

DID YOU KNOW…

$10,000+

STUDENTS

RAISED BY EASTER PROJECT
“SHARES“ FUNDRAISER

56
ATTEND MIDDLE SCHOOL
AND HIGH SCHOOL
SUMMER CAMP IN 2017

36 15 3

14

STUDENTS ADULTS HOUSES
PARTICIPATED IN MEXICO

EASTER PROJECT
BUILT

CONFIRMANDS THIS YEAR
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Figuring out your faith is a life long journey and 
mine is just beginning. My faith has developed 
thanks to an individual who really pushed me 
in the right direction. My small group leader 
Devon has been a huge influence in what my 
faith means to me. Her bubbly personality and 
good soul kept me grounded through this pro-
cess. Just being able to sit in small group with 
her I was reassured that this journey is going to 
be great.”

BROOKLYN MERCHANT

Houseboats made me realize that God knows 
what’s best for my life and that living according 
to his will is the best demonstration of my faith 
in him.”

JACK PAYNE

Youth & Family Ministries Team: Pam Dunbar, Mason 
Dunbar, Scott Porter, Stacey Porter, Chelsea Downes, Brent 
Bowers, Jordan Langer, Grace Johnson, Tony DeClue, Devon 
Singh-Barrett, Matt Hazelton, Sophie Nicles – Middle School 
Coordinator, Kevin Cox – Director Youth & Family

DID YOU KNOW…

20

10

27

48

MISSION AND
FELLOWSHIP EVENTS

AVERAGE WEEKLY
ATTENDANCE

STUDENTS

VOLUNTEER LEADERS

WITH OVER 300 PARTICIPANTS

ATTENDEND SUNDAY SCHOOL

FOR ALL EVENTS

FOR SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH
GROUP

480 512 256
COOKIES DONUTS SLICES OF PIZZA

CONSUMED IN ONE YEAR
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DID YOU KNOW…

• Rev. Dr. Matt Pereira led a series of classes to consider the 
500th birthday of the European Reformation.

• Ashley Love, who is under care of St. Peter’s Session as she 
pursues ordination, taught an advent class entitled, “My 
Soul Magnifies the Lord: Reflections on the Song of Mary.”

• Dr. Becky Cerling led mid-week classes “In Christ There is 
No East or West: The World of Christianity 1517–2017” 
and “To ‘Listen with the ear of your heart’: An Introduction 
to the Practices of Christian Monasticism.”

• We provided Lenten and Advent devotionals written 
by the congregation, thanks to Valerie Ryan and Lenita 
Witherspoon.

• We supported the Martha Mary Circle and the Quilting 
Group – in their work ministering to each other as well as 
their sewing projects with the women of SHAWL. 

• Lenita Witherspoon and others launched the “Spirituality 
and the Arts” ministry and presented the “Kids Under 
Construction” musical performance.

• Devon Singh-Barrett helped us learn to navigate the 
holidays and see Christ in the chaos! 

• We continued active Prayer Groups, utilizing both 
Intercessory and Contemplative formats.

• After the flooding at La Casa de Maria Retreat & 
Conference Center in Santa Barbara, St. Peter’s 
donated its women’s retreat deposit and more to assist 
with their rebuilding.

• St. Peter’s by the Sea Book Club welcomed Jennifer 
Baszile, author of The Black Girl Next Door to discuss 
her book, as well of issues of race, diversity, and 
creating honest and safe spaces for kids to grow up in 
Palos Verdes.

• We continued providing a year-round daily devotional 
entitled “Our Daily Bread.”

• We supported multiple ministry and fellowship groups 
including Men’s Bible studies, and the “No Guilt 
Women’s Bible Study.”

Adult Spiritual Growth
Elders: Marilyn Melzian & Elizabeth Logan

Teaching Elder: Rev. Barbara Buck

GATHER. GROW. GO.
Prayerfully equipping St. Peter’s to glorify God, grow followers 
of Jesus Christ, and meet human need.

Sunday morning classes participated in the All Together Sunday 
experiment for six months of the year, welcoming Rev. Dr. 
Mark Labberton, President of Fuller Theological Seminary; 
Tali Hairston, Director of The John M. Perkins Center for 
Reconciliation, Community Development, and Leadership 
Training at Seattle Pacific University; Joanne Feldmeth, Director 
of International Programs for Royal Family Kids, as well as our 
own Paul Barrett and Kevin Cox.

Sunday morning Adult Bible Study and small groups continued, 
as did the mid-weekly evening university-level course offerings. 
ASG offerred the mid-week classes at The Canterbury as part 
of the missional transition. The fall and winter classes, taught 
by Dr. Becky Cerling (Fuller Theological), gathered together 
St. Peter’s students, as well as those from The Canterbury, 
some who do not attend St. Peter’s on Sunday mornings. And 
we partnered with The Canterbury to offer mid-day worship 
services, drawing together a community of St. Peter’s family to 
offer music, prayer, and teaching.



year reaching out and providing helping hands in our 
community and beyond. Over the past year we have 
served as tutors, mentors and general support to 15th 
Street School in San Pedro, cooked warm meals for the 
homeless through Neighbor to Neighbor and families 
dealing with HIV/AIDs through Circle of Life, supplied 

home in Kenya, supported numerous food pantries, 

Nicaragua and provided funding for homeless, lower 
income folks to wash their clothes through Laundry 
Love in San Pedro.

Mission currently receives 10% of the faith giving 
budget as well as funds from the three special 

budget which allows us to reach out and provide 

and missionaries we want to support on a regular basis. 
At present, these groups are budgeted to receive a 

of Life, Community’s Child, Harbor Interfaith Services, 
Harbor View House, Laundry Love, NAMI, Neighbor 
to Neighbor, Rainbow Services, SHAWL, Star View 
Adolescent Center, and the South Coast Interfaith 
Council. We also budget funds for our Nicaragua 
partner, CIEETS, as well as Providence Children’s Home 
in Kenya.

per year. The missionaries we support and their 

& Pat Stock with Interserve in Pakistan, John Macy with 

(USA) in Nicaragua and Central America and we just 
added a 4th missionary Elisha & Crystal Stock with Sim 
in Uganda.

SPECIFIC MISSION PARTNERS:

Tracey King-Ortega 
of PC (USA)

John Macy with 
 

Paul & Pat Stock 
with Interserve

Elisha & Crystal 
Stock with Sim

Rev. Paul  (head of  Debbie Veale (Elder for Mission), Jim  
Betsy Biggins, Paul Bruguera, Marie Chura, Mary Ann Donahue, Rick Duvall, Delia Gasco, Irene Gasco, Mona  Bernie and 
Carol Jean Hindman, McNair Maxwell, Rob Moore, Ralph Porter, Carla Smith, Mike Tom, and Nancy Wilcox

Mission
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This past year we also set aside in our budget $8,000 of 

partners with an urgent need, but these funds have also 
allowed St. Peter’s to reach beyond our regular partners and 

regular mission partners.

DISCRETIONARY FUNDS:

Another way your faithgiving dollars are dispersed is through 

project. This year we provided $8,000 to The Ride Your Horse 

horse “Petey” and a mechanical Horse SEA-biscuit. We also 
purchased 30 new computers for 15th Street School, were 
able to donate about $8,000 to CIEETS to combat hunger 

in Nicaragua. And provided an extra $500 to many of our 
mission partners.

MAJOR MISSION GIFT:

Habitat For Humanity Build $5,000, CASA (Court Appointed 
Special Advocates) $9,025, Cambodia $500, Providence 
Children’s’ Home $650, Homeless Support $1,700, 15th 
St. School Library $1000...Total Rounded $17,900. The 

Endowment.

MISSION PROVIDED FUNDS FOR SIGNIFICANT 
REQUESTS:

$8,000

NEWS COMPUTERS

PROVIDED TO THE RIDE 
YOUR HORSE THERAPEUTIC 
RIDING PROGRAM

30
FOR 15TH STREET SCHOOL

$8,000
TO CIEETS TO COMBAT 
HUNGER IN NICARAGUA

$5,000 $9,025
HABITAT FOR 

HUMANITY BUILD
CASA (Court Appointed 

Special Advocates)

$500 $1,700
CAMBODIA HOMELESS SUPPORT

$650 $1,000
PROVIDENCE 

CHILDREN’S’ HOME
15TH ST. SCHOOL 

LIBRARY

$17,900 TOTAL ROUNDED
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We give about half of our Faith Giving mission dollars 
to Presbytery Mission funding. This money provides 
significant support to our Presbytery’s role in 
ac vi es such as new church development, churches 
in transi on, support of congrega ons and pastors 
through consul ng and counseling, and leadership 
development among the 40+ congrega ons within 
their purview.

PRESBYTERY:

excess of faith giving:

SPECIAL OFFERINGS:

“DONATIONS pour in to the Neighbor-to-
Neighbor ministry! Clothing, bread, hotel size 
toiletries, socks, ramen, etc. Our St. Peter’s 
family has been so generous and thoughtful. 
We are grateful to God and our St. Peter’s family 
to have been given this opportunity to share 
our talents, gifts, and blessings with those who 
are hungry and homeless in our community.”

MARIE CHURA & JULIE MCCARL – CO-CHAIRS 
OVER 12 YEARS.

THE PEACE AND GLOBAL 
WITNESS OFFERING

is allocated 50% to Presbyterian 
Peacemaking programs and 50% to a need 

Appointed Special Advocates) for their 

THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING

is split in thirds: support of PC 

and minority students (also 

emergency food providers.

THE ONE GREAT HOUR OF 
SHARING

support to Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, the 
Presbyterian Hunger Fund and 
Self-Development of People.
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NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR

300+
SPENT SHOPPING, 

COOKING, AND 
SERVING

VOLUNTEER HOURS

300+
TO HOMELESS

DINNERS

300+

MADE

PB & J 
SANDWICHES

300+
PACKED

LUNCHES

TOILETRY CARE PACKAGES
ASSEMBLED AND DISTRIBUTED300+
LOAVES OF BREAD
RECEIVED FROM KROGER100+
PAIRS OF SOCKS
RECEIVED FROM BOMBAS500

DID YOU KNOW…

• Over 300 Volunteer Hours spent shopping, 
cooking, and serving almost 300 dinners to 
the homeless and less fortunate in our South 
Bay Community! We made over 300 PB & J 
sandwiches and we packed over 300 lunches!

• We assembled and distributed over 300 toiletry 
care packages. We gave out clothing, blankets, 
and shoes as we received  We even 
had one of our volunteers purchase men’s jeans 
at an estate sale in her neighborhood. And 
another of our volunteers took the  to shop 
at the  Army  and purchasing 
gently used clothing and jackets for us to give 
away. We also received a  of a dozen 
(very much appreciated) sleeping bags!

• Through Rob Farmer, we received over 100 
loaves of bread from Kroger - and donuts 
for snacks as well as buns and rolls as they  
with our menu. Bombas sock  just 
delivered their second  to us - 500 pairs 
of socks! These socks are reaching homeless and 
less fortunate people through the sharing of our 
good fortune with our other St. Peter’s Mission 
programs.

• Rob Farmer received a Kroger Community 
Service Award for his involvement with 
Neighbor-to-Neighbor and other  
that help those hungry in the Los Angeles Area. 
Our Neighbor-to-Neighbor ministry was  
in Kroger company video produced to celebrate 
Rob’s award.
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Presbytery Relations

The purpose of the Presbytery Relations Committee is 
to maintain connections with the Presbyterian Church 
U.S.A. This includes active participation within our own 
Presbytery, the Presbytery of the Pacific.

Currently, Ruling Elder, Paul Nibarger serves on the 
Administrative Committee of Presbytery of the Pacific. 
Pastors Paul and Barbara are active members of the 
Presbytery in their role as teaching elders (pastors) at St. 
Peter’s.

The Mission of the Presbytery of Pacific is to 
assist congregations to be effective in meet-
ing real needs of those in and around their 
community, make great impact in trans-
forming lives, and grow in capacity to pro-
vide ministries that are meaningful to those 
serving and served.”

DID YOU KNOW…

• St. Peter’s is part of the Presbytery of the 
Pacific, which is a part of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. aka PC(USA).

• There are 53 congregations within the 
Presbytery of the Pacific.

• Historically, St. Peter’s has been one of the 
biggest mission partnering congregations within 
the Presbytery of the Pacific.

• Habitat for Humanity – The Pacific Presbytery 
is in partnership with Habitat for Humanity of 
Greater Los Angeles to fund-raise $150,000 
to build one single-family home in Culver 
City. St. Peter’s has pledged $10,000 for this 
project as well as providing willing hands for the 
construction. This project is currently underway.

• Being a “connectional church” is a part of what 
it means to be Presbyterian.

• You can always read more about current events 
or news of the Presbytery of the Pacific or the 
PC(USA) online at www.pacificprebytery.org or 
www.pcusa.org.

AN UPDATE ON ASHLEY LOVE, A MEMBER OF 
ST. PETER’S:

She recently completed her internship in 
chaplaincy, which is a facet of her Clinical 
Pastoral Education, from both Cedars Sinai 
and Children’s Hospital Los Angeles. Ashley 
interacted with a diverse group of children 
and their families and engaged in the min-
istry of compassion and “presence” during 
unbelievably challenging and stressful cir-
cumstances. In June, she completed her final 
interview before the Commission on Prepa-
ration for Ministry (CPM), and was granted 
the status of “certified ready to receive a 
call”. She has submitted her Personal Infor-
mation Form (PIF) to the Presbytery which 
has been forwarded for consideration of 
finding an ordained position.
Let us continue our prayers for Ashley and 
surround her with our constant love, enthu-
siasm and encouragement.”

DAVID HOWARD (SESSION LIAISON)



in the world –

Welcoming & Connecting

other people that we may not have otherwise connected with. These vision principles are what we believe and try to 

print and social media helps connect St. Peter’s message to the church and the community.

SOME HIGHLIGHTS

585+
ENGAGEMENTS

OUR FIRST ALL-TOGETHER 
SUNDAY FACEBOOK POST 

RECEIVED

199
CLICKS

7,048+
PEOPLE REACHED

29
NEW MEMBERS

JOINED THE 
CHURCH

Charter member, Don 
Fraser, celebrated his 
102ND birthday with 
the church in January 

2018

WELCOME

New members cite the 
warm hospitality they
receive as visitors as a 

primary reason for
wan ng to join the 

church

We hosted pa o hospitality with refreshments, 
donuts, and more, on one of our six All-

Together Sundays for our congrega on and the 
community. Other Sunday mornings also

provided pa o hospitality with refreshments, 
donuts, and more, between Worship and

Growth Time.
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Communications
As of the beginning of the fiscal year, July1, 2017, we 
continued to establish and develop baseline protocols to 
further enhance our technology, digital media and video, 
print and social media, public relations, creative arts, 
and communications platforms to better communicate 
St. Peter’s brand identity to the congregation, our local 
community and global communities.  Through the 
course of the fiscal year, these primary elements were 
put in operation:
• A new Samson PA sound system was purchased and 

installed in Reeves Hall, along with a new Countryman 
microphone, Line 6 Belt-pack receiver and handheld 
microphone and receiver for our 8:00AM Worship 
service, Adult Education/Growth Time classes, and 
other Reeves Hall events, including All-Together Sunday 
mealtimes

• A new Christie Laser Professional Grade Projector and 
Custom Severtson Screen was donated by a congregation 
member and professionally installed in the Sanctuary, 
along with two flat-screen TV/Monitors for enhancing 
our Worship Services and other Sanctuary Events.

• The install of four new Shure microphones, microphone 
boom stands, and XLR cables for permanent placement 
in the Youth Room for Praise Band rehearsals for Worship 
and Easter Services

• A new portable PA sound system for Youth Ministries 
to take with them to Summer Camps and Easter Project 
Mission Trips

• Two new projector screens were purchased for events in 
Reeves Hall and the Fireside Room

• A new HDMI projector was purchased for church use
• Our NET CREW TEAM (monthly newsletter processing 

team) met 11 times this year processing over 4,400 
newsletters to mail out to our congregation and visitors

• 130 new email addresses were added to our weekly 
email blast: This Week at St. Peter’s

• 27 new cell phone numbers were added to our sms 
marketing text blasts.  We send these text blasts out 
to cell phones to alert  parents, middle and high school 
students, congregation members and college students 
about upcoming St. Peter’s events. 

• We are currently expanding this communications service 
to our Children & Family Ministries and The Trail 4th & 
5th Grade Families, the SPBTS Preschool, and eventually 
the congregation

• The promotion of church activities and weekly sermons 
on our website, along with posting of our Mission 
Calendar, Preschool Calendar, Youth Ministries Calendar, 
Music Calendar, and Daily Events Calendar which are 
updated regularly 

• A new video shot on campus and uploaded to our Home 
Page on our website

• Continued development of numerous social media 
platforms

• The completion of 36 successful print and social media 
campaigns for St. Peter’s community events

DID YOU KNOW…

Our soundboard engineers and media techs have run sound 
checks, created media slides, created original graphics and 
video, set up equipment, made recordings of, and operated 
the soundboard and media for:
• A total of 146 services/events on our campus this fiscal 

year
• 81 Sunday Worship Services (8:00, 9:15 and 11:00 am 

services)
• 15 One Service Sundays/All Together Sundays including 

Christmas Eve Day, VBS Sunday, and New Year’s Eve Day
• Three Christmas Eve Services
• Two Easter Sunday Services, Ash Wednesday and 

Good Friday Services, and Service of Reflection and 
Thanksgiving

• The Palm Sunday Spring Concert - Messiah, by George 
Frederick Handel and the Christmas Music Concert - 
Christmas Wonder! Gloria and from The Four Seasons, 
“Winter” by Antonio Vivaldi

• 10 Memorial Services
• Multiple Eagle Scout Ceremonies 
• “Kids Under Construction” All-Church Musical
• Westmont College and Bel Air Presbyterian Church Music 

Concert - Handel’s Messiah, Parts II & III
• 2017 Wesley Bell Ringers Youth Bell Choir Concert
• Multiple weddings
• Five days of Vacation Bible School assemblies, two 

assemblies per day
• SPBTS Preschool Graduation and Christmas Assembly
• The Great Gathering and Annual Congregational Meeting, 

and other congregational meetings
• Adult Education Classes and new Growth Time Classes

DID YOU KNOW…

• The creation and development of the TechMedia Team 
(formerly Sound and Lights Team) is the foundation for 
one leg of our St. Peter’s Communications Ministry

• We use a presentation based software called, 
ProPresenter. We have integrated our media, sound, and 
lighting tech’s within one team 

• Our “Creative” Team met 10 times in the fiscal year to 
support the communications ministry in creating three 
original promo videos for TRUNK OR TREAT, THE 
SERVICE OF REFLECTION AND THANKSGIVING, AND 
ASHES TO GO/ASH WEDNESDAY, which were posted 
on Facebook

• Our 2017 Trunk or Treat Community Event Promo Video 
received over 115 Facebook clicks, 2.2K Facebook views, 
and reached over 4,150 people

• Next year’s goal is to cross-train all TechMedia volunteers 
in each specialty 

THE TECHMEDIA TEAM/CREATiVE FY 2017-2018:  Dan Taylor, 
Doug Smith, Hank Crowder, Glen Ladd, Adriane Carton, Scott Dickson, 
Clive Dickson, Claire Shriver, Kathy Roberts, Jeff Grant, Laura Hanley, 
Bob Reid, Sue Wilkinson, Irene Gasco, Tom Callow, Kathi Moen (staff). 
NET CREW TEAM: Mike Tom, Lucie Patterson, Aiko Imagawa, Carolyn 
Crowder, Meredith Martin, Karen Hatt (staff), Kathi Moen (staff). 
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5, 2017 as part of our annual Great Gathering. The 

compliance with the Book of Order, as well as in 
accordance with St. Peter’s mission of developing 

ELDERS should be persons of 
wisdom and maturity of faith, having 
demonstrated skills in leadership and 
being compassionate in spirit.

DEACONS …. Those who are persons 
of spiritual character, honest repute, 
humility, brotherly and sisterly love, 
sincere compassion, and sound 
judgment should be chosen for the 

are to minister to those who are in need, 
to the sick, to the friendless, and to any 
who may be in distress both within and 
beyond our community of faith.

Nominating

DID YOU KNOW…

17
RULING ELDERS

SERVING OUR CHURCH 
AND CARING FOR OUR 
MEMBERS INCLUDING 

THOSE LIVING IN NEARBY 
SENIOR LIVING LOCATIONS, 

THE CANTERBURY AND 
BELMONT VILLAGE.

We currently have

14
DIFFERENT 

MINISTRY AREAS

29
DEACONS

and internal discussion. Contact with recommended 
candidates occurred in a variety of ways including personal 

Peter’s member, Ellie Swanson.

of friendship.

COVERING

Elder, Marie Chura, (chair), Keith Davidson (Deacon   Garcia, Alan Lem, Doug 
Smith, and Ellie Swanson.

 Paul  Head of 

24
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Stewardship
We ended the year favorable to budget by $23,765 with faith 
giving of $1,160,765, compared to our budget of $1,137,000. 

the year with $ 219,432 raised in June 2018. Thank you to all, 
especially to those givers who helped us close the gap.

this Annual Report and a simple Sunday gives us a picture of the 
vitality of our church.

Know that stewarding our faith community to live into the vision 

far, are being changed. Visualize the fruits of our giving and the 

our faith and deeds that we steward together.

As God’s church we pray to sustain and give more of ourselves, 
together, to steward our faith and deeds for the fruits of our 
giving. Amen and Amen.

Dave Milam,

Stewardship Elder

Operations

To ensure that all church property is maintained in a 
safe and proper working order. Further, to assess and 

MISSION:

Items noted below were mostly accomplished by the 

needed permits and licenses were done by professional 

locks, outdoor lights and poles, and numerous chair 
leg glides. We built two raised vegetable beds for 
the SPBTS Preschool, and the preschool paint was 

external doors were replaced.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

The Team: Elder, Bill Weisinger, Doug Wannamaker, Carolyn 
Woosley, Bill Schurmer, Barry Hildebrand, Doug Smith, and 
Mike Tom with help from Don Wallis and Ed Richardson, 
members emeritus.

DID YOU KNOW…

• Since the custodians are not allowed to use 
ladders, anything requiring ladders, other than 
contractors, was done by the  and/or 

 church members (lights, ballasts, etc.).

• Bill Schurmer, Mike Tom, and Marsha Barnet 
  to other churches to 

plan and implement disaster preparedness.

• 
      

Replaced many light bulbs in Reeves Hall, 
Sanctuary, Administra ve Building and all 
restrooms.
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for their faithful service.

policies and procedures for all who work in the various aspects of our church life.

ed greatly from his involvement.

Human Resources

SOME MILESTONES FROM THE PAST YEAR WERE…

• Safe Sanctuary Training for all  Elders, 
Deacons, Stephen Ministers, Pre-School teachers, 
volunteer leaders that work with children and 
youth as requested by the Presbytery of the 

•

 

Hired two new Preschool Teachers Erin Boyd and 
Daniella Vitale

•

 

Hired Parish Associate Travis Overbeck

•

 

Updated

 

several

 

job

 

•

 

Supported

  

annual

 

reviews

 

and

 

conducted

 

annual reviews for pastors

•

 

Updated Employee Handbook

Sharon Trice (Elder), Paul  Holly Bolton, Dave Emenhiser, Dorothy Farris, 
InaMarie Johnson,   Ron  Tyler,  Don  Wallis.

• Hired Alexis White as the new Preschool Director
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Leadership 
2017-2018

Marsha Barnet/Valerie Ryan
Clerk of Session

Laura Hanley/TeaJ Johnson
Welcoming & 

Jamie Shinko/Debbie Veale
Mission

Pam Dunbar
Suellen Eslinger
Worship

Dave Milam
Stewardship

Elizabeth Logan
Marilyn Melzian
Adult Spiritual Growth

Marie Chura
 

Bill Schurmer/Pam Barclay
Caring Ministries

Ed Pearson
Finance

Paul Nibarger
Presbytery 

Stacey Porter
John Waldron
Youth & Family

Tony DeClue/Karina Pena-Garcia
Children & Family

Sharon Trice
Human Resources

Bill Weisinger
Buildings and 

Delia Gasco/Holly Bolton
Preschool

ELDERS ON SESSION

Joanie Gale
Deacon Moderator

Lee Browning
Nancy Browning

Tom Callow
John Conrad

Keith Davidson

Ray Eastwood
Janie Hasselman
Judy Hildebrand

Tim Hurley
Mark Iles

Gayle Jensen
Debbie Lem
Keith Mathis

DEACONS

DEACONS AT LARGE

Tom Callow
Adriane Carton

Carolyn Crowder

Mary Ann Donahue
Jean Dunn

Ray Eastwood
Delia Gasco

Judy Hildebrand
Darlene Hill

Cathy Howard

Judy Raskin
Bob Roberts
Bill Schurmer

Sharon Schurmer
Ruth Stewart
Mary Lou Tom

Mike Tom
Shirley Tyler
Lois Velasco

Nancy Wilcox

Catherine McAdoo
Gene McAdoo

Jan Philbin
Diane Phippen
John Phippen

Bob Reid
Anna Randall
Bob Roberts

Susan Sanborn
Bill Schurmer

Sharon Schurmer
Claire Shriver

Mike Tom
Shirley Tyler

Laurie Younggren
Howard Wood

Head of  Lead Pastor

Barbara Buck
Associate Pastor

Travis Overbeck
Parish Associate

Anna Sudeth
Director of Children & Family 
Ministries

Kevin Cox
Director for Youth & Their 
Families

Sophie Nicles
Middle School Coordinator

Kathi Moen
Director of 

Alexis White
Preschool Director

Laura Blakeman
Finance Director

 Manager

Music Director

Debbie Shaw
Bell Choir Director

Howard Wood
Organist

Elena Lee
Church School Leader

Liz Rodriquez
Sunday Hospitality Custodian

STAFF
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Membership Report 
July 2017-June 2018

587
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP

as of June 30, 2018

PERSONS RECEIVED INTO 
MEMBERSHIP29

0
MEMBERS REQUESTING REMOVAL, 
APART FROM TRANSFER3

9

MEMBERS TRANSFERRED TO OTHER 
CHURCHES

DEATHS (MEMBERS)

5 BAPTISMS:

ALEXANDER LIMA
JACKSON BECK
RICHARD EASTWOOD JR.
LUCA MARCO
CHRISTOPHER BOLTON
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Memorials

St. Peter’s provides memorial services for members and families, as 
well as non-members who live in our community. This is a wonderful 
outreach for our community. We provide a guest book, a bag for 

& pictures for the service, and provide ushers for the service, as well 
as any support we can provide the family. The coordinator usually 
arrives 1 1/2 to 2 hours before the service with ushers arriving 30 
minutes before. The number of ushers depends on the expected 

who serve at memorials to amplify the memorial service, record it, 
and set up and assist any performers or musicians that are part of 
the service. We also have a media technician to project any pictorial 
tributes requested or any special recorded music that the family 

MEMORIALS

DURING FISCAL YEAR 
2017-2018 

10
 MEMORIAL SERVICES

The dedicated volunteers were:  Joanne  Beverly Boyle, Jackie & Dick Chaussee, Sherry Faust, Janie Hasselman, 
Darlene Hill, Nancy & Andy MacTavish, Carol & Dave Milam, Vivien Murtha, Joyce Seltzer, Mary Lou Tom, Nancy Wilcox, 
Carolyn Crowder, Bill Weisinger, Dorothy Farris, Alan Lem, Hank Crowder, Doug Smith, Tom Callow, Dan Taylor, Kathi Moen 

 Karen   and Winnie Weisinger, coordinator.

IN MEMORIAM: 20 TOTAL

Kay Lashbrook    07/08/17
Larry Hughes    07/25/17

   08/31/17
Grace Nichols    09/08/17
Jeanne Swoboda   09/27/17
Phyllis Dowdell    10/05/17

   10/06/17
Stephanie Yeager   10/16/17
Ann Bailey Paulo   10/30/17
Thomas Morrow   12/19/17

   12/24/17
Alfred Villasenor   01/16/18
Arthur French    01/17/18
Martha Jane Bannister   01/23/18
Jack Findley    03/10/18
William James    04/03/18
Linda Wright    (unknown)
Herb Hammer    04/12/18
Sarah Hurley    04/27/18
Mike Gangemi    05/02/18

The volunteers for memorials all feel that 
helping the families through such a difficult 
time is important, and they want to be of help. It 
is a good outreach to the community.”

WINNIE WEISINGER, MEMORIAL COORDINATOR

During fiscal year 2017-2018 we had 10 Memorial Services on our 
church campus.

ON OUR CHURCH CAMPUS
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current donors of St. Peter’s Endowment Funds for their 

The total endowment funds increased from $ 1,360,000 to 

designated by the purpose of each fund. The total amount of 

$183,000 (typically less than the total available is spent each 
year).

Fund. $1,064,000 is invested in various Vanguard Funds in 

and Money Market Funds. $51,000 is invested in Money 
Market and Short-Term Government Bond Funds at Merrill 
Lynch. Finally, we have an insurance policy with a cash value 
of $62,000.

Endowment

DID YOU KNOW…

• Endowment is separate from faith giving.

• Endowment is a  that provides a long-term 
investment in  ministries.

•  members can make any monetary 
amount as a  to Endowment.

•  members can also make any  
through their estate plans, and we can help you 

 out how to do that!

• A family named fund will be established for a 
$25,000  or you may choose to remain 
anonymous.

•  may be designated to a  ministry 
area, to an  endowment account, or 
may be undesignated for emerging needs

• Each year we can spend up to 5% of the total 
Endowment Fund balances plus any unspent 
funds from prior years. This amount must not 
exceed the unspent prior investment income 
and market gains.

• St. Peter’s spent $32,117  in endowments 
for the following  year 2017 ministry 

- MUSIC MINISTRY AND TRAINING

- CONCERT MUSICIANS

- PASTOR TRAINING AND COACHING

- ADULT EDUCATION SPEAKERS

- WELCOME BASKETS FOR NEW MEMBERS 
  AND OUTREACH

- MISSIONAL OUTREACH

- SEMINARY TUITION

- HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP

- 15TH STREET SCHOOL AND CROP WALK

- CASA (COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL 
  ADVOCATES)

- LEADERSHIP TRAINING

- EASTER AND CHRISTMAS ADVERTISING

FROM $ 1,360,000 TO $1,528,000 
DURING FISCAL YEAR 2018

12.4% INCREASE

$351,000

$183,000
THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF FUNDS 
AVAILABLE AS WE BEGIN FISCAL YEAR 2019

INVESTMENT

Balanced Growth Fund

$1,064,000 of Equity Mutual Funds, Bond 
Mutual Funds, and Money Market 
Funds. 

$51,000 Money Market and Short-Term 
Government Bond Funds at 
Merrill Lynch
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I. INVESTED WITH PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDATION IN BALANCED GROWTH FUND

ST. PETER’S ENDOWMENT FUND - SUMMARY OF 2017 BALANCES

June, 30, 2017 June, 30, 2018
Children/Youth

Children’s Endowment $ 10,418 $ 10,821
Schuh $ 1,853 $ 1,925  
Crane $ 12,852 $ 13,349
Swanson $ 5,099 $ 5,296
Thor $ 18,145  $ 18,846

Choir/Music
Mary Bell $ 14,490 $ 15,050  

Kay Bell $ 26,039 $ 27,046
Busto $ 2,843 $ 2,953

Church/Maintenance
Memorial Garden $ 3,346 $ 3,475

$ 56,135 $ 58,304

Mission
Collins $ 8,565 $ 8,896

Unrestricted/Emerging Needs
Gilroy $ 11,006 $ 11,431
Hendrich $ 11,654 $ 12,105
St. Peter’s $ 8,079 $ 8,392

$ 63,295 $ 65,741
Hicks $ 45,327 $ 47,078
Hicks $ 27,456 $ 28,518
TOTAL PERMANENT FUNDS   206,623 $ $ 339,226

New Covenant Funds
Preschool $ 6,977 $ 7,567
Music Fund $ 3,622 $ 3,928
Total NC Funds $ 10,599   594,11 $

II. INVESTED WITH VANGUARD GROUP MUTUAL FUNDS

Mission
Local Mission Fund $ 107,345 $ 116,920
Henke Mission $ 63,663 $ 74,559

Music
E.&W. Foster Music Fund $ 37,730 $ 41,202   
Henke Music Ministry $ 43,766 $ 52,782

J. M. Henke Fund $ 36,845 $ 43,033
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Youth Ministry
Olds Family Fund $ 120,728 $ 185,052
Newkirk Youth Fund $ 56,364 $ 60,978
Lynda Pearson Childrens $ 31,583 $ 34,762
Lynda Pearson Preschool $ 31,592 $ 34,773
Henke Children’s Fund $ 36,771 $ 47,088
Henke Youth Fund $ 42,439 $ 45,630

Youth Music
Kopcho Music Fund $ 34,366 $ 37,838

Unrestricted
Emerging Needs Fund $ 33,675 $ 33,038

$ 35,960 $ 38,913
Carter-Amondsen Fund $ 69,110 $ 71,270

New Vision
Glorifying God $ 18,745 $ 18,925
Grow Followers $ 21,418 $ 21,660
Meet Human Needs $ 23,629 $ 26,035

Outreach or Emerging Needs
Ladd Family Fund $ 75,856 $ 79,913

  585,129 $ $ 1,064,371

III. INSURANCE POLICIES

$ 59,028 $ 61,561

IV. MERRILL LYNCH $ 41,899 $ 51,276 

Total Invested Funds $ 1,359,713   929,725,1 $

Jeff Grant, Paul Nibarger, Don Wallis, Dave Milam, and Lee Ann Farmer, invite you 

future!
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Finance

Due to the strong response to Faith Giving at the end 
of the year, St. Peter’s was able to set aside $25,000 

giving was $1,160,765 which was $23,765 favorable 
to budget and only .7% below last year.

income, endowment funds and release of reserves) 
were generally favorable to budget. The Preschool 
had a very successful year and contributed $15,000 

ended June 30, 2018 and June 30, 2017.  Notes 

1.8% compared to last year.  The number of members 

Elder:  Paul Nibarger
Introduction to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended June 30, 2018

to one Sunday service and an increased emphasis 
on youth, children and families and outreach to the 
community.  A Faith Giving Goal of $1,200,000 was 
established by Session.  This is a $39,235, or 3.4%, 

Mission and payment of the mortgage and expense, 

and session have considered the Mission and Ministry 

our mission at St. Peter’s.

The key to success at St. Peter’s is a strong commitment 

families providing $316,000, or 27.2%, of the faith 
giving budget.  Another 17 families contributed 
$238,000, or 20.5%, of the faith giving.  The average 
giving per faith giving unit to achieve our desired goal 
is in excess of $4,000. 

$1,160,765
FAITH GIVING

$15,000
PRESCHOOL

CONTRIBUTION TO 
FINANCIAL RESULTS

$23,765 FAVORABLE TO 
BUDGET

$4,000+
AVERAGE

GIVING PER FAITH 
GIVING UNIT TO ACHIEVE

 DESIRED GOAL

$39,235
PROPOSED INCREASE
IN FAITH GIVING GOAL 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 
ENDING JUNE 30, 2019
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June 30, 2018 June 30, 2017
Assets

Cash and cash equivalents $712,271 $539,303 
Accounts Receivable and other   722,44   567,64
Scrip cash and inventory (Note 3)   602,12   357,71
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS   407,777   128,306

3,227,835  3,227,835  
-2,273,116  -2,233,366  

TOTAL FIXED ASSETS   917,459   964,499

Pastor home co-investment (note 8)   000,009   000,009
Other investments   370,4   565,71
Endowment Funds (Note 4) 1,177,208    215,220,1
TOTAL OTHER ASSETS   182,180,2   770,049,1

Total Assets $3,813,704 $3,538,367 

$59,000 $50,675 
  611,53   580,62

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES   611,49   067,67

94,116    067,67

Net Assets (Notes 4 and 5)
Unrestricted/Undesignated   593,128   584,508
Unrestricted/Designated   042,055,1   016,325,1
Temporarily Restricted   584,331   000,08
Permanently Restricted   864,412,1   215,250,1

Total Net Assets 3,719,588  3,461,607  

$3,813,704 $3,538,367 

St. Peter’s by the Sea Presbyterian Church
Balance Sheet
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Year Ended
June 30, 2018

Year Ended
June 30, 2017

Faith Giving $1,160,765 $1,168,857 
  882,64   489,06

Program Income   105,641   203,351
  711,23   529,54

Released from Funds   968,47   858,42
  000,51   000,11

TOTAL INCOME   045,574,1   629,464,1

Personnel   367,577   457,777
Mission - 10.0% (Note 2)   670,611   688,611

  882,64   489,06
Mission - Endowment   052,3   003,2
Program Expenses   488,651   586,971
Presbytery Per Capita   060,52   873,82

  065,692   858,342
Mortgage - Interest (Note 9)   453,3   101,4
Mortgage - Principal (Note 9)   672,03   925,92

TOTAL USES OF FUNDS   115,354,1   574,344,1

Net Sources and Uses of Funds
    920,22     154,12

Other Changes in Net Assets
  057,93-   068,14-

Payment of Mortgage Principal (Note 9)   672,03   925,92
Payment of Mortgage Interest (Note 9)   453,3   101,4

  006,57   596,62
Endowment Investment Income   312,111   501,501
Endowment Expenditures   711,23-   529,54-
Scrip Income, Net of Expenditures   354,3   362,2
Investment Income/Loss   340,7-   888,1

  754,921   680,44
Release of Funds   968,47-   858,42-

  811,92   316,12
Preschool Grant (Note 6)   062,7   0
TOTAL OTHER CHANGES IN NET ASSETS   259,532   736,221

Total change in Net Assets $257,981 $144,088 

St. Peter’s by the Sea Presbyterian Church
Statement of Operations and Changes in Net Assets
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Notes to the June 30, 2018 
Financial Statements
NOTE 1: ACCOUNTING PRINCIPLES

The Financial Statements have been prepared using 

for current year use, amounts transferred from 
Restricted Funds and Endowment); Unrestricted and 
Designated (unrestricted amounts designated by 

(Endowment Funds and State Compliance Preschool 
Reserve Fund). A summary of restricted funds is 
provided in Note 5.

Program income consists of fees for camps, retreats, 

and concerts; and the cellular lease income.

NOTE 2: MISSION

NOTE 3: SCRIP

NOTE 4: ENDOWMENT FUNDS

Endowment Funds are coordinated by the Endowment 

on the Balance Sheet. Endowment Net Assets are 

funds are divided into two groups. Funds that are 
managed locally are included on the church’s balance 
sheet. Those funds which have been invested with 

by the church are not included on the balance sheet. 
When the income on the funds with The Presbyterian 

then included in the local funds.

A summary of the funds is as follows:

Ending Balance 
(6/30/2016) $ 936,637 $ 314,682 $ 1,251,319 

Ending Balance 
(6/30/2017) $ 1,022,512 $ 337,201 $ 1,359,713  

Ending Balance 
(6/30/2018) $ 1,177,208 $ 350,721 $ 1,527,929

the year were $ 32,117.

Giving

Local Funds Total
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The following table provides a summary of the Equity Funds as of June 30, 2018:

NOTE 5: EQUITY FUNDS

Funds

Designated

Unrestricted
Funds

Temporarily
Restricted

Funds

Permanently
Restricted

Funds
934,5$noissiM

323,9$margorP cisuM
258,8htuoY

080,73ecnanetniaM rojaM
780,864,1gnisuoH rotsaP

642,65dnuF latipaC gnidliuB
666,6seirtsiniM s’neM
919seirtsiniM s’nemoW
000,2snocaeD
602,12pircS

Endowment $1,177,208
062,7$879,36
000,03evreseR ecnailpmoC etatS loohcserP

929,3rehtO

TOTAL RESTRICTED FUNDS $1,550,240 $133,485 $1,214,468

NOTE 6: PRESCHOOL

Year Ended
June 30, 2018

Year Ended
June 30, 2017

Income
$220,109 $204,055

00tnemwodnE

550,402901,022EMOCNI LATOT

Expenses
604,231134,331lennosreP
630,05065,75rehtO

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 190,991 182,442

$29,118 $21,613

The St. Peter’s Preschool is 

The assets of the church 
guarantee the $30,000 
State Reserve requirement 
of the Preschool.
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NOTE 7: MISSION AND MINISTRY BUDGET

June 30, 2019:

2018/2019 Budget 2017/2018 Actual
INCOME

000,002,1$gniviG htiaF 78.0% $1,160,765 78.7%
41,800 2.7% 46,288 3.1%

136,451emocnI margorP 10.0% 146,501 9.9%
885,26sdnuF tnemwodnE 4.1% 32,117 2.2%

%1.5968,47%9.4444,57sdnuF morf desaeleR
5,000 .3% 15,000 1.0%

364,935,1LATOT 100% 1,475,540 100.0%

EXPENSES
Personnel 859,401 55.8% 775,763 52.6%
Mission (10% of Faith Giving) 120,000 7.8% 116,076 7.9%

41,800 2.7% 46,288 3.1%
Mission - Endowment 4,000 0.3% 3,250 0.2%

062,12atipaC reP yretybserP 1.4% 25,060 1.8%
912,212stsoC margorP 13.8% 156,884 10.6%

247,092 16.0% 296,560 20.0%
036,33tseretnI & elpicnirP egagtroM 2.2% 33,630 2.3%

 204,935,1LATOT 100% 1,453,511 98.5%

NET OPERATING RESULT $61 0.0% $22,029 1.5%

NOTE 8: PASTOR HOME CO-INVESTMENT

balance sheet and is part of the reserve for Pastor Housing.

NOTE 9: MORTGAGE PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST

plus interest. Since the church is paying back itself, both the principal and interest are treated as a change in net 
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2018/2019 Budget 2017/2018 Actual
Mission and Outreach:

Mission $120,000 7.80% $116,076 8.00%
41,800 2.70% 46,288 3.20%

Mission - endowment 4,000 0.30% 3,250 0.20%
21,260 1.40% 25,060 1.70%

Welcoming 45,319 2.90% 36,689 2.50%

232,379 15.10% 227,363 15.60%

Pastors 304,151 19.70% 290,049 20.00%

Music and Worship:
Music 172,331 11.20% 121,305 8.30%
Worship Support 18,653 1.20% 15,009 1.00%
8:00 & 11:00 Worship Services 0 0.00% 30,233 2.10%

190,984 12.40% 166,547 11.40%

Adults
Caring Ministries 7,695 0.50% 6,814 0.50%
Men's Ministries 2,800 0.20% 957 0.10%
Women's Ministries 25,180 1.60% 6,027 0.40%
Adult Spiritual Growth 13,855 0.90% 8,092 0.50%

49,530 3.20% 21,890 1.50%

Children and Youth
Youth 176,890 11.50% 158,814 10.90%

Children and Family 92,034 6.00% 89,328 6.20%

268,924 17.50% 248,142 17.10%

261,258 17.00% 249,886 17.20%
191,992 12.50% 209,717 14.50%

Mortgage Principle and Interest 33,630 2.20% 33,630 2.30%
Session 6,554 0.40% 6,287 0.40%

493,434 32.10% 499,520 34.40%

GRAND TOTAL $1,539,402 100.00% $1,453,511 100.00%

How Budget is Spent
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Giving at St. Peter’s

Fiscal Year Faith Giving Total
2008 $1,571,739 $101,425 $1,673,164
2009 $1,400,719 $94,532 $1,495,251
2010 $1,359,886 $93,512 $1,453,398
2011 $1,377,608 $105,768 $1,483,376
2012 $1,213,152 $77,710 $1,290,862
2013 $1,186,195 $77,973 $1,264,168
2014 $1,155,509 $73,116 $1,228,625
2015 $1,153,512 $59,204 $1,212,716
2016 $1,168,159 $55,475 $1,223,634
2017 $1,168,857 $60,984 $1,229,841
2018 $1,160,765 $46,288 $1,207,053

History of Giving

Giving Per Year 0 to 
$100

$100 to 
$2K

$2K to 
$5K

$5K to 
$10K

$10K to 
$20K

$20K to 
$50K

$50K 
and up

# of Givers Units 97 169 72 33 17 5 2
% of Givers 24.6% 42.8% 18.2% 8.4% 4.3% 1.3% 0.5%

% of Total Giving 0.4% 11.7% 20.3% 19.8% 20.5% 10.1% 17.1%
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6410 PALOS VERDES DR. SOUTH
RANCHO PALOS VERDES, CA 90275

(310) 377-6882
StPetersPres.org 

Go.


