
 
St. Peter’s by the Sea Presbyterian Church 
Wedding Arrangements and Policy Statement   

We are delighted that you desire to be married at St. Peter’s by the Sea.  This is a special time for you and 
we wish you God’s richest blessings as you prepare for your marriage.  As a church and pastoral staff we 
want your ceremony to be one which will be honoring to God as well as acknowledging your own unique 
relationship. 
 
St. Peter’s considers weddings to be an important part of our ministry to our community.  We look forward to 
discovering ways to support you in your marriage and your spiritual growth. 

Scheduling 

Weddings are scheduled through the church office, Monday through Friday 9-5.  Your wedding date will be 
reserved when one of our pastors has been confirmed for your date and a completed application and a 
$100 non-refundable deposit (for non-members) is on file in the church office.  Weddings are scheduled on 
Saturdays between 10:30 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. Friday evenings and Sunday afternoons are also available. 
Weddings planned for any other times or day will require special approval.  Capacity of the sanctuary is 
limited to 500 guests. 

Generally, rehearsals are scheduled for Fridays or the day before the wedding. We cannot accommodate 
rehearsals on Thursdays.  About an hour is required for an effective rehearsal so all participants are 
requested to be present 15 minutes before the scheduled time. 

Interview with the Pastor 

The couple to be married by a St. Peter’s pastor should contact the pastor as soon as the wedding is 
confirmed.  From that initial phone call follow up meetings can be set to plan the content of the wedding 
service. 

Pre-Marriage Counseling 

Each couple is encouraged to complete a course of pre-marriage counseling.  Our experience is that 
couples who do this work have successful marriages!  . 

Guest Ministers 

Guest ministers from other like-faith churches may, at the invitation of the Senior Pastor, perform the 
wedding ceremony.  Our Wedding Coordinator will oversee the rehearsal and wedding.   

Marriage Ceremony 

The marriage ceremony is a service of worship before God.  The minister, in consultation with the couple, 
chooses the content of the marriage ceremony.  Ordinarily, any readings or music selected will be honoring 
to God as well as to the couple. Final decisions regarding the content of the service and music selected will 
reside between the pastor and the couple. 

Music and Organist 

The church organist is Howard Wood and should be contacted (310-316-9918) as soon as the wedding is 
scheduled to discuss the wedding music. A large selection of ceremonial music is available for organ and 
piano.  A guest organist may be used only by invitation of Mr. Wood.  No extra fee will be charged for Mr. 
Wood to accompany any soloists unless more than one rehearsal is necessary. If desired, Mr. Wood can 
offer suggestions for soloists and musical selections. A separate check should be written for any soloist.     

                                                                           



Wedding Director 

As soon as your wedding is scheduled, one of our wedding directors will contact you to schedule a planning 
conference to coordinate individual arrangements.  The wedding director has the responsibility to state and 
interpret the policies of the church to the couple, and to photographers and florists on the day of the 
wedding.   
 

Flowers, Candles, Decorations 

Plans for flower arrangements, candles, aisle runners and other decorations are to be decided with the 
Wedding Director.  The church will provide candles and a three-branch unity candelabrum if requested.  
Those being married provide flowers.   

Throughout the liturgical year the sanctuary will have different colored paraments, banners, and decorations 
to enrich our worship.  These decorations are normally expected to stay in place when weddings occur. By 
prior arrangement, the communion table and pulpit covers may be changed to white. Any questions 
regarding such visual arts can be directed to the pastor performing the service. 

Photography and Videotaping 

While we understand that photos and video of the wedding are important, so is the worshipful atmosphere 
of the service.  Therefore, photographs without flash may only be taken from the balcony during the service.  
We also ask that guests refrain from taking informal pictures from the pews. 

Video cameras are permitted from the balcony. All cameras must be stationary and no supplementary light 
is permitted. 

Sound Equipment 

The church sound equipment is available for use during weddings; however, a member of our Sound Crew 
staff must operate the sound system (for which there is an additional fee of $100).  Audio recording is also 
available for an additional fee.  Videotaping is permissible with your own equipment and personnel.  Our 
church does not provide this service.  The Wedding Coordinator is responsible for notifying the Sound 
Technician of sound equipment needed for the wedding.  The Sound Technician will attend the wedding 
rehearsal and will be available one (1) hour prior to the time of the wedding for a sound check.  This time is 
not to be used as a music rehearsal. 
 

Receptions 

St. Peter’s offers its facilities for wedding receptions for members only.  Facilities must be reserved in 
advance through the church office and must not conflict with other church activities.  Alcoholic beverages 
may not be served.  Other policies regarding the use of Reeves Hall for receptions will be passed along 
through the Wedding Director. 

Restrictions 

St. Peter’s by the Sea does not permit rice, confetti, birdseed, real flower petals, or animals other than 
service animals.  St. Peter’s by the Sea is a non-smoking facility.  Alcohol is not permitted on the premises 
under any circumstances.  Please advise the limousine service as well as your attendants of this restriction. 

Marriage License 

Obtaining the marriage license is the responsibility of the couple and it is to be brought to the wedding 
rehearsal. 

 

   

 

                                                                                



Fees 

When the date and the pastor’s availability have been confirmed, a non-refundable $100.00 deposit is to be 
paid to the church office. The balance is to be presented to the Wedding Director at the rehearsal. Please 
make the check payable to “St. Peter’s by the Sea Presbyterian Church.” Total fees are: 
 

• $750 (includes wedding director-$200, organist-$250, custodial and facility fee-$300)   
• Honorarium for the pastor is not listed because it is a gift, not a fee, provided at the discretion of the 

bride and groom.  
• If requested, vocal & instrumental soloists can be arranged through Howard Wood.  

 
 
Bride and Groom Checklist 

• Call the church office to check on available dates. 
• Call the Pastor to set date to plan the ceremony.  (310) 377-6882 
• Return Wedding Application and $100 deposit to the church office. 
• Once scheduled, the Wedding Director will call to make individual arrangements regarding flowers, 

photographers, etc. 
• Call Howard Wood, the Organist, to determine ceremonial music.  (310) 316-9918 
• Inform the photographers and limousine service of the church policies. 
• Inform your wedding party of the church policies. 
• Bring your license, your checks for the church and the honorarium for the minister to the rehearsal. 
   
 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                      


